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Application/Control Number: 09/933,868 
Art Unit: 2162 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the request for consideration filed on June 5, 2006, in 
which claims 1-5 and 1 1-29 are presented for further examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed June 5, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. (See examiner's remark). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-5 and 1 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
appUcant regards as the invention. The word ''substantive'' does not really describe the 
characteristic of the user input and it does not add any weight to the claimed language. Paragraph 
[0003] and [0012]) as cited by the Applicant to support the allegation that substantive data is 
data that embodies the scientific poster content. Paragraph [0003] defines a method and 
computer system for processing scientific posters over a global network by incorporating user- 
selected design parameters and user-input substantive data. Paragraph [0012], on the other hand, 
defines a software application that enables a user to input user-selected design parameters for the 
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scientific poster. These two paragraphs have nothing to do with having the data embodies in 
scientific poster content. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - » 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreiga country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1-5 and 1 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by George 
R. Hess (hereinafter "Hess") article entitled "Creating effective Poster Presentations". 

As to claim 1, Hess discloses a visual communication tool for use in creation of a scientific 
poster as a tool, which combines a verbal presentation with a visual aid (see page 1, words of 
caution). Applicants should duly note a scientific poster is a large document that can 
communicate at a scientific meeting. It is known in the art before the invention was made 
template files for scientific poster can be found on the internet by conducting a search in Goggle 
for "poster template" and then adding the application name to modified the poster template based 
on the user interest. Using Microsoft PowerPoint, Hess can create a poster presentation. Hess 
uses an existing poster template, which provided on the website for downloading to create such a 
scientific poster (see software tools, section 7). Hess provides the use of modifying such existing 
poster to meet the user interest. Hess discloses the claimed "enabling a user to input user-selected 
design parameters for a scientific poster"; "generating a sample poster according to the user- 
selected design parameters and confirming the user-selected design parameters"; "building an 
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image of the scientific poster according to the user-selected design parameters and the user-input 
substantive data"; and "delivering the scientific poster according to a desired delivery process 
including by posting the scientific poster image on an Internet web page a wherein step (d) is 
practiced by linking designated files fi-om the user's dedicated vault and wherein when one or 
more of the designated files is modified, step (d) conq)rises updating the scientific poster image 
according to the modified files" by using the existing poster downloading on the website, users 
to select their own design parameters using the poster ten^lates, wherein each template is a pre- 
designed, large- format PowerPoint page set to the average conference poster, the templates vary 
only in shape and color of the user choice. It is noted a template files for scientific posters is 
found in the internet by conducting a search in Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the 
application name, PowerPoint that allows to create a poster as a single oversized presentation 
slide, wherein the posters have stored in the website for future use. Once the template is 
downloaded from the Intemet, such template can be modified based on the user preference. Such 
teachings are well known in the art as creating a poster Using Ms PowerPoint (see, HSERV 
590A: Knowledge management in Health services" 

As to claim 2, Hess discloses the claimed "wherein step (a) is practiced by enabling the user to 
input user-selected design parameters including at least one of poster size, orientation, figure 
placement, resolution, paper type, and colors" (see section 6, color). 
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As to claim 3, Hess discloses the claimed "wherein step (a) is practiced by enabling the user to 
select a poster size from a plurality of predetermined poster sizes or enabling the user to input a 
custom poster size". 



As to claim 4, Hess discloses the claimed "wherein step (a) is practiced by providing access to a 
poster gallery including a plurality of poster samples and enabling the user to input poster design 
parameters by selecting one of the poster samples" (by having users to selected their own design 
parameters using the poster templates, wherein each template is a pre-designed, large-format 
PowerPoint page set to the average conference poster, the templates vary only in shape and color 
of the user choice (using the software tool to create poster using the existing poster in the 
Internet, section 6). 

As to claim 5, Hess discloses the claimed "between steps (d) and (e), the step of providing the 
image of the scientific poster to the user for review and effecting any necessary edits according 
to the user's review" (once the template is downloaded from the internet, such template can be 
modified based on the user preference, using the software tool to create poster using the existing 
poster in the Internet, section 6). 

As to claim 1 1, Hess discloses the claimed "enabUng password or ID access to the internet web 
page" in order to conduct a search to Goggle for poster templates, one must be granted access to 
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the network, (using the software tool to create poster using the existing poster in the Internet, 
section 6). 



As to claim 12, Hess discloses the claimed "wherein step (e) is practiced by incorporating 
hyperlinks in the web page that lead to supplementary information" (using the URL link to 
download poster templates over the internet or by conducting a search in Goggle for "poster 
templates, using the software tool to create poster using the existing poster in the Internet, 
section 6). 

As to claims 13-15, the limitations of claims 13 and 14 have been mentioned in the rejection of 
claim 1 above. In addition. As to claim 1, Hess discloses a visual communication tool for use in 
creation of a scientific poster as a tool, which combines a verbal presentation with a visual aid 
(see page 1, words of caution). Applicants should duly note a scientific poster is a large 
document that can communicate at a scientific meeting. It is known in the art before the 
invention was made template files for scientific poster can be found on the internet by 
conducting a search in Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the application name to 
modified the poster template based on the user interest. Using Microsoft PowerPoint, Hess can 
create a poster presentation. Hess uses an existing poster template, which provided on the 
website for downloading to create such a scientific poster (see software tools, section 7). Hess 
provides the use of modifying such existing poster to meet the user interest. Hess discloses the 
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claimed "enabling a user to input user-selected design parameters for a scientific poster"; 
"generating a sample poster according to the user-selected design parameters and confirming the 
user-selected design parameters"; "building an image of the scientific poster according to the 
user-selected design parameters and the user-input substantive data"; and "delivering the 
scientific poster according to a desired delivery process including by posting the scientific poster 
image on an Internet web page a wherein step (d) is practiced by linking designated files from 
the user*s dedicated vault and wherein when one or more of the designated files is modified, step 
(d) comprises updating the scientific poster image according to the modified files" by using the 
existing poster downloading on the website, users to select their own design parameters using the 
poster templates, wherein each template is a pre-designed, large-format PowerPoint page set to 
the average conference poster, the templates vary only in shape and color of the user choice. It is 
noted a template files for scientific posters is found in the internet by conducting a search in 
Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the application name, PowerPoint that allows to 
create a poster as a single oversized presentation slide, wherein the posters have stored in the 
website for future use. Once the tenplate is downloaded from the Internet, such template can be 
modified based on the user preference. Such teachings are well known in the art as creating a 
poster Using Ms PowerPoint (see, HSERV 590A: Knowledge management in Health services" 

As to claims 16-20, Hess discloses a visual communication tool for use in creation of a scientific 
poster as a tool, which combines a verbal presentation with a visual aid (see page 1, words of 
caution). Applicants should duly note a scientific poster is a large document that can 
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communicate at a scientific meeting. It is known in the art before the invention was made 
template files for scientific poster can be found on the intemet by conducting a search in Goggle 
for "poster template" and then adding the application name to modified the poster template based 
on the user interest. Using Microsoft PowerPoint, Hess can create a poster presentation. Hess 
uses an existing poster template, which provided on the website for downloading to create such a 
scientific poster (see software tools, section 7). Hess provides the use of modifying such existing 
poster to meet the user interest. Hess discloses the claimed "enabling a user to input user-selected 
design parameters for a scientific poster"; "generating a sample poster according to the user- 
selected design parameters and confirming the user-selected design parameters"; "building an 
image of the scientific poster according to the user-selected design parameters and the user- input 
substantive data"; and "delivering the scientific poster according to a desired deUvery process 
including by posting the scientific poster image on an Intemet web page a wherein step (d) is 
practiced by linking designated files fi'om the user's dedicated vault and wherein when one or 
more of the designated files is modified, step (d) comprises updating the scientific poster image 
according to the modified files" by using the existing poster downloading on the website, users 
to select their own design parameters using the poster templates, wherein each template is a pre- 
designed, large- format PowerPoint page set to the average conference poster, the templates vary 
only in shape and color of the user choice. It is noted a terrq^late files for scientific posters is 
found in the intemet by conducting a search in Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the 
appUcation name, PowerPoint that allows to create a poster as a single oversized presentation 
sUde, wherein the posters have stored in the website for fixture use. Once the tenq^late is 
downloaded from the Intemet, such template can be modified based on the user preference. Such 
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teachings are well known in the art as creating a poster Using Ms PowerPoint (see, HSERV 
5 90 A: Knowledge management in Health services" 



As to claims 21-27, the limitations of claim 21-27 have been noted in the rejection of claims 1-5 
and 1 1-20 above. In addition, As to claim 1, Hess discloses a visual communication tool for use 
in creation of a scientific poster as a tool, which combines a verbal presentation with a visual aid 
(see page 1, words of caution). AppUcants should duly note a scientific poster is a large 
document that can communicate at a scientific meeting. It is known in the art before the 
invention was made template files for scientific poster can be found on the intemet by 
conducting a search in Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the application name to 
modified the poster template based on the user interest. Using Microsoft PowerPoint, Hess can 
create a poster presentation. Hess uses an existing poster template, which provided on the 
website for downloading to create such a scientific poster (see software tools, section 7). Hess 
provides the use of modifying such existing poster to meet the user interest. Hess discloses the 
claimed "enabling a user to input user-selected design parameters for a scientific poster"; 
"generating a sample poster according to the user-selected design parameters and confirming the 
user-selected design parameters"; "building an image of the scientific poster according to the 
user-selected design parameters and the user-input substantive data"; and "delivering the 
scientific poster according to a desired delivery process including by posting the scientific poster 
image on an Intemet web page a wherein step (d) is practiced by linking designated files fi-om 
the user's dedicated vault and wherein when one or more of the designated files is modified, step 
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(d) con5)rises updating the scientific poster image according to the modified files" by using the 
existing poster downloading on the website, users to select their own design parameters using the 
poster templates, wherein each template is a pre-designed, large- format PowerPoint page set to 
the average conference poster, the tenq)lates vary only in shape and color of the user choice. It is 
noted a template files for scientific posters is found in the internet by conducting a search in 
Goggle for "poster template" and then adding the appKcation name, PowerPoint that allows to 
create a poster as a single oversized presentation slide, wherein the posters have stored in the 
website for future use. Once the template is downloaded from the Internet, such ten^late can be 
modified based on the user preference. Such teachings are well known in the art as creating a 
poster Using Ms PowerPoint (see, HSERV 590A: Knowledge management in Health services" 

As to claim 29, the hmitations of claim 29 have been noted in the rejection of claim 28 above. It 
is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 

Remark 

7. It is important to note that the invention as claimed is old and well known in the 
computer system environment, where scientific poster templates are generated and stored in the 
network for future use. So, the templates files for scientific poster can be found on the internet by 
conducting a search in Goggle for "poster template", wherein each template is a pre-designed, 
large format PowerPoint page set to the average conference poster of any size, which the 
template's text can be replaced with user choice by re-typing using PowerPoint. 
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8. Applicants asserted that a 37 CFR 1. 132 is submitted to support that "substantive data" is 
apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art as data that embodies the scientific poster content, 
for example background and research information, experience data, result (see paragraph [0003], 
[0012]). The examiner disagrees with the precedent assertion. Such 1. 132 is not been considered 
as to the merits because it does not provide substantial evidence as to whether the "substantive 
data" is indeed a data that embodies the scientific poster content. Paragraph [0003] and [0012]) 
as indicated by the Applicants does not describe that substantive data is data that embodies the 
scientific poster content. Therefore, it appears that such substantive data is known to one having 
ordinary skill in the art as a hsted of scientific poster content 

9. Applicant asserted that Hess article does not in any manner even remotely describe a 
method or system that processes a scientific poster over the Internet or other global network. The 
examiner disagrees with the precedent assertion. In response to applicant's arguments, the 
recitation method or system that processes a scientific poster over the Internet or other global 
network has not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. 
Applicant should duly note a preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it 
merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of 
the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or 
structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 
(CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 
Applicant is also reminded that a scientific poster is a large document that can communicate a 
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research at a scientific meeting, where a user can use one of the best programs, a page layout 
appUcation for designing large format poster. Those programs can coble together great poster 
using graphics packages such as illustrator, CorelDraw or the Uke, It is important to note that 
poster template files for many of the mentioned programs can be found on the Intemet via 
Google. Such poster template is uploaded to a global network or the Intemet to assist user to 
modify such an existing template to design a desire scientific poster. Similarly, the system and 
method disclosed by the applicant provide a website that is specifically designed to facilitate the 
production of scientific posters, thereby providing a more efficient and cost effective process for 
poster generation and production. Such process according to the applicant invention incorporates 
a software that enables a user to input user-selected design parameters for the scientific poster, 
wherein the parameters may include poster size, orientation, figxxre placement, resolution, paper 
type, colors and the like. Applicant stated that a physical poster is a hard copy printout suitable 
for conference presentation. Such a poster is the professionally prepared version of the traditional 
scientific poster. However, an electronic poster (or E-poster) is effected via one or more web 
pages that can be viewed using a standard Intemet browser, depending on the user's wishes, E- 
posters may have embedded hyperlinks that lead to supplementary information. Therefore, the 
system of Hess allows user to modify the poster template fi-om the template source based on the . 
user preference. So, such of modification is not updated in the user's already downloaded 
template but modify based on the user preference. It is important to note that the poster template 
as disclosed by Hess is similar to the sample poster generated by the Applicant's system. 
Furthermore, apphcant asserted that Hess does not reference any means for storing poster content 
and there is no reference to processing of edited poster content as disclosed in claims 1, 28 and 
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29. The examiner disagrees with the precedent assertion. However, when read and analyzed in 
the light of the specification, the invention as claimed does not support appUcants' assertion. 
Moreover, the claims do not capture the essence of the invention as argued in applicants' remark 
page 5. Apphcants are interpreting the claims very narrow without considering the broad 
teaching of the references used in the rejection. The aforementioned assertions, wherein the use 
of storing poster content and processing of edited poster content fails to disclose by Hess with 
regard to the invention of claims 1, 28 and 29, was unsupported by objective factual evidence 
and was not found to be substantial evidentiary value. It is important to note, Apphcants' 
assertions are not explicitly stated in neither of the independent claims 1, 28 and 29 nor in the 
dependent claims. There is no mentioned of storing poster content and processing have edited 
poster content in the claims. Thus, apphcants' assertions are just mere allegation with no 
supported fact. Apphcants are reminded that the examiner is entitled to the broadest reasonable 
interpretation of the claims. Applicants cannot rely on the specification to impart to the claims 
limitations not recited therein. Such rehance is ineffective to define over the prior art. In re 
Lundberg, 244 F2d 543, 1 13 USPQ 530 (CCPA 1957); In re Winklans, 188 USPQ 129 (CCPA 
1975). AppUcant is further reminded of the clear difference between reading the claims in hght 
of the specification as allowed by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 6th paragraph, and by In re Donaldson 29 
USPQ2d, 1845, 16 F. 3d 1 189 (Fed. Cir, 1994), and reading limitations of the specification into 
the claims In re Prater 415 F2d 1393, 162 USPQ 541 (CCPA 1969). Moreover, the Applicants 
always have the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by 
the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly 
than is justified. In re Prater 162 USPQ 541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969). 
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Applicant asserted that claim 5 defines a step that is perforaied over a global network. The 
examiner disagrees with the precedent assertion. Claim 5, actually defines a step of providing the 
image of the scientific poster to the user for review and effecting any necessary edits according 
to the user's review. Similarly, Hess, indeed allows user to download a scientific poster over the 
Internet and modify it based on the user preference. Fig 2 and 3 of the applicant system provides 
a browser-based system in which a program running on a user's conputer requests information 
from a server program running on a system server, wherein the system server sends the requested 
data back to the browser program, and the browser program then interprets and displays the data 
on the user's computer screen. 

Applicant asserted that claim 1 1 references the Internet web page defined in step (e) of claim 1 
on which the scientific poster image is stored It is important to note that the scientific image 
poster that Applicant is reUed upon is nothing more than a scientific poster template stored in the 
Internet accessible to user. Hess has provided such capability of storing the scientific poster 
template over the Internet. Such Umitation as claimed is well disclosed by Hess. The claimed 
"drill-down component data from the user" is provided by the PowerPoint program used to 
design a scientific poster based on the user preference. 

Therefore, the rejection in which claims 1-5 and 1 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by George R. Hess (hereinafter "Hess") article entitled "Creating effective 
Poster Presentations" describes all of the elements of the claimed invention so as to have placed 
a person of ordinary skill in the art in possession thereof In re Spada, 911 F.2d 705, 708, 15 
USPQ 1655, 1658 (Fed. Cir. 1990), 
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For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejection under 35 USC 102 with respect to 
claims 1-5 and 1 1-29 should be sustained. 

Conclusion 

10. TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANMSA)oj[ 57i-272-1000. 
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